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INCOME TAX REPEAL, STATE BUDGET WILL DOMINATE LAST 
WEEK OF LEGISLATIVE SESSION  

 

Today starts the last week of the 2021 Session of the West Virginia 
Legislature. Much of this week will center around financial issues, 
including next fiscal year’s state budget, supplemental appropriations for 
various state agencies, and elimination of the state income tax. The 
session ends Saturday, April 10, at midnight. 

 

There are now three competing plans to repeal the state’s income tax. 
Governor Justice introduced the idea in his State of the State address 
on February 10, but it was almost a month before his bill was introduced.  
A number of business groups raised concerns with the governor’s bill 
since the $2.1 billion revenue generated by the state income tax would 
be replaced with an increase in the state consumer sales tax and new 
and increased taxes on the business community.   

 

The House of Delegates did not take up the governor’s bill but instead 
originated its own bill (H.B. 3300) that eliminated, over a 10-to-12-year 
period, the income tax which would be offset by budget cuts and growth 
in the state budget. The Senate rejected the House version and 
proposed its own which takes elements of the governor’s bill and 
reinstitutes the state’s tax on food. H.B. 3300 is on Third Reading 
tomorrow in the Senate with the right to amend. 

 

The House and Senate have each passed their version of next fiscal 
year’s budget that will also have to be resolved this week. 

 

Governor Justice, on Friday’s West Virginia MetroNews’ Talkline, said 
he would not sign a bill that includes a food tax. He proposed a summit 
to be convened Monday of House and Senate leadership to reach a 
compromise this legislative session. Trying to develop a complete 
revision to the state’s tax structure in the six remaining days of this 
year’s session will be a difficult task.  

 

The summit will be held today at 4:00 p.m. in The Culture Center in 
Charleston. The governor invited media to cover the summit and it will 
be broadcast live over a number of media outlets. 

 

Members can watch the summit by clicking here.   

 

http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=3300&year=2021&sessiontype=RS&btype=bill
https://governor.wv.gov/News/press-releases/2021/Pages/Gov-Justice-to-hold-virtual-town-hall-on-plan-to-repeal-state-income-tax-today-at-3pm.aspx
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/


BILLS THAT DIDN’T PASS HOUSE OF ORIGIN DEAD THIS YEAR 

 

Last Wednesday, the 50th day of the Regular Session, was Crossover 
Day. The date marked the last day for most bills to be passed in their 
house of origin. That excludes the budget and supplementary 
appropriation bills. The Senate will be almost exclusively considering 
House bills from now until the end of the session on April 10, and the 
House, Senate bills. Any bill that did not pass in its house of origin 
Wednesday is dead for this legislative session.  

 

For a list of bills that passed their house of origin by the 50th day and still 
have the possibility to be passed this session, click here. 

 

BILLS OF INTEREST TO CAWV MEMBERS 

 

Bills that are working their way through the legislative process this week, 
either on the Senate or House calendars or committee agendas include: 

 

S.B. 673, the CAWV’s bill to require civil action regarding West Virginia 
construction contracts be resolved in West Virginia, will be on Third 
Reading (passage stage) in the House of Delegates on Tuesday. Other 
bills that will receive action this week include: S.B. 550 which would 
allow counties to impose a sales and use tax of up to 1 percent (in 
House Finance Committee); S.B. 635 would require the State Fire 
Commission to propose rules relating specifically to sprinkler protection 
for basements exceeding 2500 square feet in new buildings (to House 
Government Organization; S.B. 344 which would make the State 
Historic Tax Credit permanent (On House Finance Committee agenda 
today; and HJR3 is the Property Tax Modernization Amendment to grant 
the Legislature the authority to set personal property tax rates. It 
proposes a constitutional amendment that, if approved by the voters in 
November 2022, would allow the Legislature in the future to phase out 
the tax on business inventory, equipment and machinery, and eliminate 
the property tax on vehicles. 

 

S.B. 34, creating an exemption to state sales and use tax for rental and 
leasing of equipment, is on the agenda today for the House Finance 
Committee, as is S.B. 368, which authorizes the WVDEP to develop the 
Reclamation of Abandoned and Dilapidated Properties Program to 
demolish abandoned dilapidated buildings.   

 

S.B. 370, requiring any wage information submitted to a state agency be 

exempt from Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requirements, died in 
House Judiciary today on a tie vote of 12-12. H.B. 2007, which 
contained a major overhaul of professional licensing boards, is 
presumed dead this year since it has yet to be put on the Senate 
Judiciary Committee agenda.  Many occupational boards, including 
architects, engineers and accountants, oppose the bill. 

 

WEST VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE BILL INFORMATION 

 

http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_passed_chamber.cfm?year=2021&sessiontype=rs&btype=bill
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=673&year=2021&sessiontype=RS&btype=bill
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=550&year=2021&sessiontype=RS&btype=bill
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=&year=635&sessiontype=RS&btype=bill
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=344&year=2021&sessiontype=RS&btype=bill
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_text.cfm?billdoc=hjr3%20intr.htm&yr=2021&sesstype=RS&i=3&houseorig=h&billtype=jr
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=34&year=2021&sessiontype=RS&btype=bill
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=368&year=2021&sessiontype=RS&btype=bill
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=370&year=2021&sessiontype=RS&btype=bill
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/bill_status/bills_history.cfm?INPUT=2007&year=2021&sessiontype=RS


 

House and Senate bills can be accessed from the CAWV’s Legislative 
home page at www.cawv.org/legislative. Members can view status 
updates on bills of interest to the construction industry and see what 
legislation is introduced that affects the construction industry. A 
summary of each day’s activities will be uploaded each afternoon. 
Anyone needing further information can contact Mike Clowser at 
(304) 342-1166 or email at mclowser@cawv.org. 

http://www.cawv.org/legislative
mailto:mclowser@cawv.org

